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Communist Party Meetings

It is reported that on 15 Aprll 1948, when they had heard
rumors that the Syrlan and Lebanese Governuents would arrest
Communist leuders, several of theae leaders met at the home
of Channis Aghabashlan. Those attending included:

Hasan Quraytim from the Moslems

Mustafa Aria from the Moslems
Thranim Misrl . from the Moslems

Dikran Nalian from the Armenians
Yabpem Alizian from the Armenisans
Pulad Qazan from the Christian Arabs
Nicola Shawi from the Christian Arabs
Farajallah Hilju from the Christian Araba
Afram Shimall from the Christian Arabs

A second neeting was held on 18 Aprlil at the home of Hasuan
Guraytim, and a third on 19 April at the home of Ra'if Khurl.

As & result of these meetings, Communist leaders decided to:

‘R« Q(oase dlatributing circulars; ’

b, Discontinue contacts and avoid trouble with other
groups;

8. Buy arms and ammnition gecretly;

d. Collect money from members.

3;1;510;2 With the Soviet Lezation

Subsequent to these meetings & delegation composed of

Ohsnnls Aghabashlan, Mustafe Aris, and Nicocla Shaw!l met with
Russian Minister Solod to discuss the situation of the
Comrunlst Party and to request financlal ald., S$olod reportedly
advised them that the Soviet Legation could not help openly
for the present but that the Party should be patient, avoid
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aonflict with locel lawsg, and not contradict the
Governnent's wlishes, 3So0lod then promised them financial
ald to feed needy nembers of the Party.

Arming of North Lebaneso Commnists

It has been ropbrted that Sulayman Alf, menmber of the
Chambor of Deputies from North Lebanon, has been won over
by the Communists, Iiis home has become a rendezvous for

Lenanese Corrmunista and he has allegedly reported subatantial

help to the Party, All has also allegedly claimed that he
can plueo 3,000 men at the dispoaal of the Cormunists, with
whgse help he oould control the entire northern section of
Lebanon.

ﬁ reported that All has requested a 25X1X
quantity o ght arms for his wen,

F Comuent: The Soviet Legjation may very likely provide
©80 uILs. olod paya particular attention to this
northern reglon because he feels i1t 1s more susceptible

to communist principles than other regions in Lebanon

Arrost of Communists in Damascus

Rashad *Isa of the Syrian Communist Party, who was cherged
recently with having fired on those who demonstrated beforas
Commnist Party headquarters in Damascus, has boen freed
by the ittorney General of Daimscus who cancelled the
exanination of 'Isa for thls charge. Instéad the Attorney
General has pummoned Bahjat Baghdash, brother of Khalid

. Baghdash, and Faysal Rakibl for examination for this charge.

tIaa uaslsoerx in Belrut during the week of 19 April. He
reportedly called on Soviet jlilnlister Solod while merbers
of the 3oviet Dammscus Legation wers prosent.
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